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159 Abstracts
Soodé Maghsoodi, Ph.D.

Department of Sociology, Bahonar University of Kerman

Zahra Bostan
Sociological Researcher

Problems Arising from Simultaneity
of the Home and Social Roles:

A case study of the employed women
in the city of Kerméan

Abstract

World-wide studies indicate that women are faced with conflicting roles
regarding activities inside and outside home. Understanding the nature of
contradictions resulting in these role conflicts is an important step in the
reduction of problems faced by women. In addition to reach such
understanding, this research attempts to determine types of problems, and to
examine the relationship between occupational situation of the employed
women and their domestic problems. The researcher, in 1382 (Persian
calendar) studied 260 married women employed by the public organizations
in the city of Kerman.

Methodologically, this is a survey study which uses the SPSS for data
analysis. To examine the relationship among the variables the regression
test, among others, is used. The findings indicate that the employed women
over-evaluated their problems regarding domestic activities, and that the
most acute among their problems is the task of cleaning and organizing the
house. The study also showed that women's problems are not necessarily
work related. Instead, most of their problems are rooted in traditional views
of the society concerning their roles which make them think not only of
work related issues but also of the domestic roles at the same time. The study
shows that with the growing cooperation of husbands in the domestic chore,
women's problems decrease considerably. Given the frequencies, the study
did not find much meaningful relationship between women's occupational
situation and their specific problems in that women tended to over-evaluate
their domestic problems irrespective of their working hours, income, and the
organizational position.

Keywords: Employment; Problems; Domestic Role; Women;
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Maryam Sedarati, Ph.D.
Department of Sport Science, Al-Zahra University

Competitive Anxiety Level of the Female Athletes

Abstract

The main objective of the present study is to examine the competitive
anxiety of students who participated in the 6" Countrywide Cultural-
Sportive Olympiad for Female Students in Individual and Group Games in
2002. The determination of the competitive anxiety level of the athletes
participating in individual and group games was the main concern of this
research. The statistical population included all female athletes who
participated in different sport fields in the Olympiad. The statistical sample
involved 573 students of different universities participating in individual
games (track and field, table tennis and chess) and group games (basketball,
volleyball and handball).

The results showed that:

- The highest mean of the cognitive and physical factors of anxiety is
allocated to the chess players and the lowest mean to the basketball players.

- The highest mean of self-confidence factor is achieved by the volleyball
players and the lowest mean by the chess players.

- The highest competitive anxiety mean is in the chess players and the lowest
in the basketball players.

Keywords: Anxiety; Female Students; Countrywide Cultural; Sportive
Olympiad; Individual Games; Group Games;
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Hosein Eskandari, Ph.D.

Department of Psychology, Allamé Tabataba'i University
Zahra Shokra'i
M.A. in Psychology

Examination and Comparison
of Identity Positions
between Female and Male University Students

Abstract

Identity is one of the most important questions of human life. Erickson
discussed the question for the first time. Identity positions were later
developed and elaborated by others, resulting in provision of a new tool for
examining identity positions.

The method used here is causal-comparative, and the population under study
consists of all Tehran-resident university students affiliated to the Iranian
Ministry of Higher Education. The sample comprises 500 undergraduates,
which is selected among five universities according to 1377-78 (Persian
calendar) admissions. There are 158 male, and 247 female students in the
sample.

As a research tool 'My Status Causal Assessment Questionnaire (EOM-
ELS2) is used. The data analysis showed no significant difference between
gender and identity types, and hence hypotheses asserting difference
between male and female students were not confirmed. The variables of
discipline (subject majored), place of education, and place where the high
school diploma was obtained, did not have significant relationship with
identity type either. The hypothesis positing relationship between age and
being located in identity statuses was confirmed only within inter-individual
identity domain. In addition, the highest identity formation was found in age
groups between 25 to 30 years old.

Between each of girls and boys groups, exclusively, the difference of
identity types was found to be significant. The important point concerning
both groups is high percentage of crisis-stricken individuals, compared to
other statuses. The degree of identity formation does not enjoy high
percentage. Among the male group, adhering to others' identity was less
notable.

Keywords: Women; Identity; Identity Status, Confusion; Adhering
Individual; Status of Crisis, Stricken Identity, Identity;, Formed Status;



Vol. 2, No. 5, Autumn 2004 Women's Studies 162
Sa'id Reza'i SharifAbadi, Ph.D.

Department of Library and Information Science, Al-Zahra University

Qualitative Research and the Internet:
Methods and Challenges

Abstract

Research methods can be categorized in different ways. Quantitative and
qualitative research, however, are two main terms, among others, for this
purpose.

Women and family studies researchers are among those who use not only
quantitative methods but qualitative research as well. In particular, this
includes the method of "deep interview". In the light of growth and
development of networks and the Internet, researchers are using these
technologies for collecting data.

This paper will explore the role of the Internet in collecting rich and valuable
data by researchers using qualitative methods, specially "deep interview". In
using the Internet, ethical issues, secrecy and privacy, legal and security
concerns as well as theoretical framework ruling data collection in virtual
environment are among challenges that will be discussed.

Keywords: Qualitative and Quantitative Methods; The Internet; Women
Studies,; Data Collection;
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Reasons Related to Fear of Success
in Female Employees

Abstract

Unequal opportunities inherent in the process of personality development
create differential growth in individual abilities within the family setting and
in the wider social context. This is the source of some of problems women
face at work and in other social environments. The problems are rooted in
contradictory upbringing as practiced in the society. Since some of the
perceived threats are socio-culturally defined the resulting anxiety generates
fear of success and acts as an obstacle to occupational promotion of women.

The main goal of this article is to investigate reasons related to fear of
success in female employees within public organizations. The findings
indicate that nature of traditional upbringing practices of the society and
dispositions based on sexual socialization intertwined with contradictory
learning contents are the main factors producing fear of success. Therefore,
it is necessary to inform the female employees that such fears are not due to
their incompetence, and that these fears originate from the social and cultural
factors. Thus, to enhance females self esteem and to expand their abilities,
the necessary knowledge is set up and ground work is prepared.

Keywords: Anxiety; Fear of Success, Invisible Obstacle; Attitude
Structure; Reduced Feminine Emotions; Social expulsion; Traditionalism in
Family; Family Mental Pattern,
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A Comparison between Occupational Roles
of Women and Men in Iran:
The Distance between Idea and Practice

Abstract

This article attempts to make a comparison between the professional
situation of women and men in Iran. The statistical society consists of
university lecturers in Tehran. A survey was conducted based on a
questionnaire which was filled through a direct interview. The findings are
explained in terms of theoretical framework of Liberal Feminism. The most
important finding of the study is that there is a gap between what
professional women like to do in their work, and what actually is available to
them. The gap is rooted in the existing gender discrimination at work which
offers most opportunities to men.

Keywords: Professional Women; Gender Discrimination; Women's
Attitude; Attitudes Gap;
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